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THE TOWNS'IN  THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY.

OUR- League hacj attained its maturity. , As we
have seen from its^ origin and as we -shall see until
its decadence, security and extension of commerce
was its ^one aim and solicitude. The H.anseatics
were at.all times desirous to extend their markets
abroad, to obtain, if'possible, the monopoly of trade,
and it must be admitted that they succeeded
admirably, in achieving the end they had. in view.
When we look back and consider the disorganized
state of. .the empire and the slight support they
received from, their nominal liege lord, it seems
strange that they did not take this occasion to con-
stitute themselves also into a political union, form-
ing independent states after the pattern of the Italian
commercial republics. In general, the towns in
pursuing their policy took as little real notice of the
authority of the. emperor, as the emperor of the
interests and doings of the towns.

Even our shrewd Hansa merchants, it would seem,
were afraid outwardly, to present a bold front to
their rulers, though secretly they defied them and
circumvented their laws. The very existence of the
federation was illegal, and in direct contravention